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Newsletter of the Evening Star Quilt Guild
of Birmingham, Alabama

October 2009
Volume 12, Issue 2

Next Meeting: October 1, 2009

Starting Time
Mingle with members at 6:30, meeting to start promptly at 7:00.

Visitors are always welcome. 

Evening Star Gaze! e

$1

$1

Preoccupation: Quilter
A trunk show by Ellen Anson

This October's program will feature a trunk show by our 
own member, Ellen Anson, who will share some of the quilts 
and wall hangings she has created over the past thirty years.  
Ellen states that she became preoccupied with quilting in 1976 
and has made over one hundred quilts, specializing in hand quilting and hand applique.  
She has had quilts juried into national quilt shows, won an award at the AQS show in 
Paducah, Kentucky with her wall hanging, "Bountiful Harvest" (1996), had her quilt, "My 
Heart Wasn't Always In It" featured on the cover of Quilter's Newsletter Magazine 
(December 1992) along with a featured article in "The Meeting Place" of that same issue, 
and has had several quilts and patterns published in McCall's Quilting Magazine.  
Ellen's quilt, "Summertime" won the EQ3 design competition in August 1999 and she 
won third place in the first AQS Quilt Photo competition in 2008 with her quilt, 
"Snowflake Fantasy".  She has been a two time winner of Best of Show, Best Hand 
Quilting, and Viewer's Choice Awards in the Heritage Quilter's of Huntsville "Fanfare" 
shows.

Ellen has been instrumental in helping establish three quilters' guilds in the 
southeast and was charter president for the Azalea City Quilters in Mobile, Alabama and 
Heritage Quilters of Huntsville.  Ellen and her husband, John, moved to Hoover last year 
and has been a member of ESQG since September 2008.  She is a special education 
teacher at Trace Crossings Elementary.

This promises to be an inspiring program full of beauty and great ideas.  Whether 
our quilts are completed on machine or by hand, we have much to enjoy and learn from 
this talented lady.  This is a program sure to challenge us all. 
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From the President’s Perspective

 (This month the president's letter is being written by the vice-president of programs 
as Sara is experiencing trouble with her DSL and thus can not send e-mail.)
       We are now into the beginning of autumn, a time of transition.  This is the time 
to raid our stashes of those bright reds, deep eggplants, and vibrant golds as we 
make our holiday gifts and home accents.  Pull out those fabrics you have stored 
since the kids were born and give them a purpose.  For ideas in creating those 
quilts, we are honored to have our own Ellen Anson as guest speaker, bringing with 
her a trunk show of quilts.  Ellen is an accomplished quilter and published author 
who has much knowledge to share.  This promises to be an exciting meeting filled 
with creative ideas and inspiration.  Remember the Blount County Quilt show on 
October 23 and 24.  Make sure you bring your camera for capturing the quilts and 
the beautiful scenery in the area. This is also the month for Cullman County's 
Oktoberfest, a family event full of food, dancing, singing, laughter, and fun.  Also 
located in an area abounding with color, Cullman is suitable for photography which 
can be incorporated into inspiration for quilts.  Perhaps those authentic German 
outfits inspire designs or the colors inspire combinations for piecing.  A bouquet of 
flowers outside a store front may provide creative ideas for appliqueing or the 
architecture may be photographed for a quilt of photographs on fabric.  Ideas are 
everywhere and we should take that stimulation and apply it to our art.
       Those members who signed up for refreshments, please remember to bring 
them.  We love those home baked goodies and a drink is always welcome after a 
long drive.  Fruits and veggies for the more healthy appetites are equally welcome 
as are those salty delights.  Let's make our visitors feel welcome.  Look for those 
wearing a visitor's tag or sitting alone and make an effort to get to know them.  You 
may meet your new best friend.  We still need a Hospitality Chairman.  What a fun 
way to serve our guild as we seek to help members and visitors to feel at home.  
Hesitant?  Ask another member to serve with you.  More hands make the service 
more fun.  If you have yet to renew your dues, please bring your payment.  If your 
guest has come twice this is the time for them to join.  We can't wait to have them!  
We'll see you there.

Vice
^
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Fat Quarter Exchange

(Editor's note: To give everyone the chance to shop ahead, the full list of 
upcoming color/patterns will be posted in each newsletter.)

October Meeting bring a fall color with a leaf pattern

November Meeting bring a "feathered" pattern
December Meeting bring a Christmas fabric
January Meeting bring a "snow" fabric
February Meeting bring a "valentine" fabric
March Meeting bring an animal print/"pet" fabric
April Meeting bring an Easter fabric (pastel)
May Meeting bring Batik fabric
June Meeting bring an 30's reproduction print
July Meeting bring a civil war reproduction print

MEMBERSHIP

It’s time to renew your membership with ESQG.  According to our by-laws, membership fees are 
considered late after the October meeting.  The fees are:

Regular members - $30
Junior members   - $20  
Senior members  - $20 (anyone who is 60 or older)

We are asking everyone to complete the Membership renewal form so we can confirm that we 
have your contact information correct.  You can pick up the form at the Member Sign-in table.  We 
are asking for your full birth date on the form for budgeting purposes only.  We need to determine 
who is a senior member – or who will be one next year.  We will keep the birth year confidential.  

NAME TAGS – Don’t forget to wear your ESQG nametag to the 
meeting so you can be entered into the Name Tag door prize drawing.    
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The first weekend in September, my family drove to Abilene, Texas, for the wedding of our 
former vicar.  With a deathly fear of heights, I drove through the Dallas/Fort Worth area white 
knuckled and terrified.  After exiting the last of the five-storied (or more) overpasses, I 
commented that I needed a break, like a quilt shop.  Shortly thereafter a billboard appeared: 
"Common Threads Quilt Shop, Waxahachie, Texas".  This was my sign (literally) from God.  
Exit coming up.  What a delightful shop!  Located in a quaint, historic downtown area next to 
an antique shop, Common Threads has all the charm of its town.  Filled with historic 
reproduction fabrics, 1930s reproduction fabric, patriotic fabrics, and of course, western 
fabrics, a quilter has much from which to choose.  There are the obligatory kits and notions 
along with the most unusual quilt books.  Scattered throughout the store suspended from the 
extremely high ceilings were quilts and quilt tops for inspiration yet at no time does one feel 
claustrophobic.  A high end coffee pot for patrons is located in the rear of the store with a 
sign posted above offering assistance for those unfamiliar with its use.  Benches and pews 
offered seating while books and baskets of fat quarters perched nearby.  The staff members 
were friendly, helpful, knowledgeable, and available, always working as a team.  One 
member graciously searched the internet to help us find the information we needed for our 
purchase.  While I have a frequent shopper card to the quilt shop near my brother's home in 
Maryland and others for shops here in Alabama, I would not normally consider a frequent 
shopper card for Texas.  I made an exception.  Having visited quilt shops in ten states and 
nearly a hundred cities, this is my new favorite.  They have an online site as well.  I heartily 
recommend this shop for anyone making a trip out west.  Plan to spend the day.  Two hours 
for us wasn't enough; we barely had time to look.

Jeanne Heinemann

Winter Retreat 2010

The sign up for the 2010 Winter Retreat began at the September meeting. Our winter retreat 
will be at Magnolia Park Retreat on January 14-17. The cost for the three night stay is $225 
and the cost for the two night stay is $175. The full payment is due at the December ESQG 
meeting. There are still openings to sign up for this fun time of sewing and fellowship.

Winter retreat committee

Glenda Jones and Susan Rigby
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LIBRARY NEWS

Just a friendly reminder that books checked out at our August meeting are now due at the October meeting 
without incurring an overdue charge of $1.00 per book per month.  If you have books due and know you will not 
be able to attend the October meeting, please contact Carol, Alma or Susan.

We have two new additions to the library and they will be available for checkout at the October meeting.  One is 
the Fons and Porter Tips 2 DVD with 100 expert quilting tips.  If you think you have heard all the great quilting 
tips, you are in for a treat with this 60-minute DVD with demonstrated favorite tips of fellow quilters across the 
country which will save time, increase accuracy and make our quilting more fun than ever.  And, did you know 
that those big exercise balls are now used in quilting?  Check out this DVD and see for yourself.

Nan Moore, who has been quilting for 25 years, and is a nationally known award-winning quilter, appraiser and 
long arm quilter, has a new book, Machine Freehand Patterns.  The book contains 90 patterns from basics to 
advanced designs and is a perfect springboard to be creative in your quilting.  The designs, which include 
meanders, all overs, faux pantographs, block motifs and borders, can be used on any type machine or for hand 
quilting.  This book is a delight.

Come by the library and browse our 204 selections and check out a book or video this month.

Library Committee
Carol Harmon, Alma Gaertner, Susan Rigby

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

We will be printing the 2009-10 ESQG Directory after the October meeting and 
distributing them at the November meeting.  This year we are planning on including 
pictures of our members.  I know everyone hates getting their picture made, but having this 
in the directory helps other members get to know you better by associating a picture with a 
name.  We will try to have someone at the Member Sign-in table to take pictures of anyone 
who has not already done so.  If you would rather email a digital picture of yourself that 
you already have, then send it to Nancy Allain at allainsewnan@yahoo.com no later than 

Friday, October 9th, for it to be included in the directory.

ESQG - EQ6 Quilt Bee

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at the home of Nancy Allain.  This Quilt Bee is for the purpose of 
learning how to use the Electric Quilt program EQ6 in designing new quilts – or – completing some of 
those UFOs.  Our next meeting is Thursday, October 15, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  If you own EQ6 and are 
interested in joining us, contact Nancy at 919-1634.
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Evening Star GazetteMinutes
CALL TO ORDER:.......Sara Adlman, president called the meeting to order.....& presented the Shelby county 
Library with a check in the amount of $650 as a gift for allowing us to use their building for our meetings.  
Sara also said that we were making a donation to St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church where we have 
met for classes on  occasion....     & then turned the meeting over to Jeanne Heinemann, vice president.     
 
PROGRAM............Jeanne presented a program about Favorite & least favorite tools used for quilting......& 
people within the guild spoke on theirs.....Beverly likes the leather dots...uses them instead of thimbles...& 
uses a pounce pad to mark her quilt & says that chalk for it comes in both white & blue but do not iron this 
as will become permanent;  Sheryl Simpson likes her ripper (originally designed to remove ticks) ...sold 
under 'Uncle Bills super gripper tweezers" which can be found in the sporting goods store....she does not 
like the rotary blades sharpeners;  Carol Harmon uses a condiment jar to put water in her iron when she 
sews, & likes her magnetic "spot" to put her scissors on;  Alma Gaertner's favorite tool is her 36" ruler as she 
can cut straight strips quite well & uses a heavy weight to help hold it in place....Cheryl Clabough likes the 
self-threading needles (uses Clover brand assorted sizes) to tie off & bury threads in her quilts & loves the 
short cuts for half square triangles....she does not like wash away foundation..has used this item but had 
trouble with it...Ellen Anson uses a level from the hardware department store to square her quilts....has laser 
level with the intersect light on it;...ÉCarol Harmon also says that she uses a clip on magnet but does not 
like to use on a computerized machine as magnet may erase some of the memory, does like her "gypsy 
grabber", & her "sew wonder" (magnet that she wears around her neck when sewing to put pins on) & likes 
her clover Þnger pressor as does not distort blocks;......Patty Huys uses labels to mark her boxes in her 
sewing room, uses a turntable to put her tools in at her work area, a tweezer with magniÞer & likes her book 
"Mix & Match Blocks" by Leisure Arts, "The Quilters Ultimate Visual Guide", likes her glue stick that goes on 
purple but dries clear, & really likes OraÞl thread (50-weight Egyptian cotton thread). ;...Judy Goodwin likes 
needle threaders & her magnetic pin cushion....... Mary Lane likes the bobbin holders but goes to the dollar 
store & buys them as hair wraps, likes her glue stick & the eye brow shaper for seam ripper & her travel iron 
that she bought at Bed, Bath & Beyond (Rowenta);............Glenda Jones like her Omnigrid rulers with 
sandpaper dots to keep them in place as she cuts & also uses address labels to mark her equipment.  
Susan Rigby likes her rotating cutting mat but does not like the one with the turntable underneath as it has a 
tendency to walk & move as you try to cut.... Nancy Allain really likes her EQ6.... really her favorite tool as 
she used it to draw & design quilts, choose borders, etc...this has many ideas & runs about $150 but can be 
purchased thru AQS for less, likes to use a mechanical pencil with 2B lead as has more graphite & makes a 
very Þne line & is easy to Þnd...her least favorite tool is the magic half square ruler......Darlene Calfee enjoys 
hand quilting & enjoys her Roxanne thimble as is custom Þt to her Þnger & used cut up tourniquets to help 
grip her needles as she quilts...her least favorite tool was the chenille rotary cutter but used an electric 
scissors instead...  Tamara Heinemann likes to use ßexible binders with pockets & graph paper & is able to 
organize her quilt projects....can be obtained at Staples ofÞce supply stores;  Jeanne Heinemann likes to 
use artist sketch pads to draw ideas & puts these in a binder for future use & her least favorite is Omnigrid 
rulers...      TIPS by CAROL HARMON.... She likes the "TIPS 2" by Fons & Porter which is on disc & she is 
presenting this to the guild library....also advised one to take time when considering buying a sewing 
machine & to do your research.....& she has a long arm machine & has purchased a mirror to use to see 
underneath the quilt to check for "birds nests " underneath, & uses "Mr. Clean Magic Erasers" to remove 
marks off her machine.  Also advised to use bobbins on the top when machine quilting as both bobbins will 
run out of thread about the same time & won't have to check the bobbin below to reÞll....                      
 
   Ella Thomas gave a personal tribute to JoAnn Durrett who passed away on August 31st.....                                
 
MEMBERS.........we had 47 members present with eight visitors....Brenda DeBoatt, Mary Guthrie, Jean 
Reid, Pam Norris, Virginia Mitchell, Cassandu Mollnax, Lori Brundege, & Audrey West.                                            
Ellen Anson won the name tag drawing                                            
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 Terry Bell announced an upcoming class with Carol Alperin to be on October 17.  This class will be at a cost 
of $30 to attend & $12 for the pattern...this will be using two fabrics, one light & one dark.
 
  Pam Borders announced that we will be making blocks for quilts for (editor redacted) & for (editor 
redacted)....to be turned in at the next meeting...using a neutral background & fall colors ....also added that 
one should be made for (editor redacted) who recently lost her husband...& these are to be made by the 
same pattern we used for Jessica's quilt....
 
FAT QUARTER DRAWING>>>>winners were June Solomon, Darlene Calfee, Mary Lane, & Sandra Bryce.                    
 
STRIP CLUB........this was announced there would be seven-member group set up for each group & the 
members could still sign up to participate....    
 
PROJECT LINUS....... there was a set up date of September 19th at Sheryl Simpson's home to work on 
these.  
 
Ellen Anson will present our program next month & will do a trunk show...
 
The minutes for the last two months of meeting was approved ...motion made by June Solomon & seconded 
by Sandra Rice..  
 
SHOW & TELL..........
Sara Adlman showed her dog beds that she makes from & stuffs with scraps & left over batting & stockings 
for the troops; Barbara Mitchell showed off her Gordian knot; Sheryl Colle showed her divide & conquer, & a 
layer cake that she made from a pattern off the Internet; Cheryl Clabough showed a quilt of Valor made in 
red, white & blue; Beverly Williams showed her Gordian knot, quilt she made for her brother & a quick quilt 
from Simply Quilts; Sandra Rice showed a pink & white quilt that she quilted for someone else, her Gordian 
knot in bright pink & a "renaissance" pattern in bright colors;  Alma Gaertner showed off her Lone Star...top 
Þnished!!!!!! Ellen Anson showed her Star Struck with 26 stars, & an applique oak Leaf" that she hand 
quilted...; Beverly Lynch showed her Gordian Knot;  Bunny Benson showed her "large" Gordian Knot";  
Kathy Fuller showed off her "Cowgirl" quilt;  Janice Burt showed off her beautiful applique quilt;  Karen Ely 
showed a pieced star she made for her mother, a sweet baby quilt with prairie points, a pink rick-rack quilt, 
beach baby quilt;  Carol Harmon showed her Gordian Knot #5 in Christmas fabrics;  Judy Goodwin showed 
her Gordian Knot #5 & a sweat suit that she embellished...  Sheryl Simpson showed off a photo quilt & Judy 
Buster showed off a quilt she made to be used as a rafße quilt...
 
Sara Aldman announced that she is still looking for volunteers as a hospitality chairperson & also for 
someone to take over the AQS book orders....
 
Membership chair announced that the new membership list will be coming out at the November meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 09:01 pm.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy Buster, Secretary

Editor's note: Names redacted to preserve surprise.



Evening Star Quilt Guild

Birmingham, AL

Visit us online at:

http://www .esquilters.com

Reminder:

Please wear your name tag to the meetings so you can register for the name tag drawing when you sign 
in. Our numbers are growing and we want to meet each other!

Deadline for articles for the August 
newsletter is October 24th !!  If you 
have any articles for the newsletter, 
be sure to get them to me by then.

Tamara

Attention Ladies:

Due to some confusion at the last meeting, we don't have the 
refreshment list for the newsletter.  So we are counting on everyone 

to remember (or simply be spontaneous) and bring some 
refreshments for everyone to enjoy.


