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Brown Bag Auction

“What is a Brown Bag Auction?” you may be 
thinking.  The items for auction will have a 
“brown bag” in front of it.  You will have 
purchased $.25 and $1.00 tickets (some items are 
worth more; these tickets are a different color 
from the $.25 ones) to which you will have 
written your name on the back.  During the 
auction, travel around the enclosed area, putting 
as many tickets in the Brown Bag for an item as 
you wish.  At the end of the auction time, we will 
be drawing the winning tickets.

We use the money earned by this auction to 
bring National Teachers (i.e. Bonnie Hunter) to 
our guild.  To make the Auction a big success we 
need your help.  If at all possible, please bring 
your items to the March meeting.  If not possible, 
call me someone may be able to meet you and 
pick the items up.  If that is not workable, then 
please get them to the Library as early as possible 
on 4/2.  At least let me know what is coming so I 
can plan the space for it.  If you can help with set 
up, let me know.

I am looking forward to seeing what I can get for 
a quarter or a dollar.  [In case of Bad Weather, 
the Auction will take place at a later meeting.]

NOTICE:
Please contact either Sanda Wood or myself if 
you would like for us to collect your donations 
for the Auction before the meeting date.  If 
you’re bringing something for the Auction on 
the meeting day, please call me (531-4182) so 
that I can plan the space.  Anything related to 
sewing/quilting is great; even scraps.
If you could help set up that day, please give me 
a call.
See you there,
Sara—VP Programs

Note from the editor:  Save time - bring any 
extra name and address labels to put on the 
back of your tickets for the auction.

25
¢

25¢
$1

$1
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From the PresidentÕs Perspective

I hope you enjoyed our visit last month with Bonnie Hunter.  Rumor has it that several of our 
members will have a completed top to show off this month.  It is always exciting to see the 
differences in the same quilt.  I cannot wait for show and tell.

This is a great time to let nature help you with color selections.  Look around at the wonderful 
springs colors that are bursting out and make a note to use them in your next quilt.  

Has the spring cleaning bug hit you?  If so, you may have found some really nice quilting items 
that you have not used or gently used but don’t need.  Now is a great opportunity to donate 
them to the Brown Bag Auction.  It is also a great chance to pick up some great bargains.  Be 
sure to bring some spending money to the meeting this month.  This promises to be a lot of 
fun.

If you have not signed up for Becky Hank’s Lonestar workshop for May 2nd, it is not too late.  
Send me an e-mail or call me.  You should have received the fabric requirements if you had 
already signed up.  If not, call me on that.  Don’t forget to bring your check to the meeting.

It is the time of the year that we begin to seek volunteers for next year’s officers.  Please 
consider taking a role in managing the guild.  When you get the call from the nomination 
committee, be ready to volunteer to take an office.  It really is fun and certainly not hard.  

Before the year is out, we plan to have Nancy Allain conduct a Gordian Knot workshop.  This 
promises to be the best one yet as you may choose from many different styles of knots.  In 
addition, Nancy has developed some great borders to accent the knots.

April is an exciting month in quilting.  This is the time of the year that thousands decent on 
Padacuh, Kentucky for the AQS Quilt Show.  This will be my first time to attend.  I am 
registered for a couple of classes and I am polishing my credit card.  You would think that I had 
a job. 

I would like to share or maybe brag that my Advent Quilts were juried into the Machine 
Quilter’s Expo in Manchester, New Hampshire.  This is exciting but then I will be very nervous 
to read the judges comments.  If they are good, I will share them with you.  If not, guess I will 
just have to practice to improve.

When life gives you scraps, make quilts.

Lura
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Sunshine Corner
Happy Birthday to:

Carolyn Horton on the 30th
Joy Merritt on the 24th
Mariah West on the 23rd
Stephanie Key on the 19th
Patty Huys on the 15th
Anita Haddad on the 11th
Paula Griggs on the 10th
Darlene Graham on the 9th

Yes, ladies, it is that time already and that's no 
April Fools Day joke.  At our April 2nd meeting, 
the lucky ticket will be drawn from the tickets 
returned but it is not too late to get your tickets in 
and have a chance to win this years beautiful 
guild quilt.  And remember, the winning ticket 
seller will receive the bag of scraps left over from 
the construction of this quilt.  The monthly 
drawing and the high ticket sales gift will also be 
given away.  This months meeting proves to be 
exciting and rewarding.  So get your tickets in 
and come cheer and congratulate the lucky 
winner.   Happy quilting.   Cheryl Clabough

April Refreshments

ESQG Library Volunteers

April
1. Nancy Allain
2. ___________

May
1. Susan Barrow
2. ___________

Opportunity Quilt Update

Salty

Susan Tucker
Brenda Alburl
Ella Thomas

Karey Ely
Mancy Binnings

Bev Lynch

Sweet

Cornelius Lee
Ginny Stevens
Corine Ballard
Glenda Jones
Judy Buster
Patty Huys

Drinks

Sandi Strenkowski
Danette Maye
Nancy Allain
Paula Griggs

LaJuana Davis
Carolyn Horton

Set-up/Clean-up

Linda Duke
Debbie Logan
Cheryl Burks

ESQG Library

This month we have added the book Rolling 
Along: Easy Quilts from 2½” Strips by Nancy 
J. Martin. This book should be of interest to 
those participating in the Strip Swap.

I want to remind those who have checked 
out ESQG library books to remember to 
bring them back on time so that others can 
enjoy reading them also. 

At this time we are still missing the book 
Freedom in Design by Mia Rozmyn
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Quarter Yard Club

Sandra Ryce is heading up the fat quarter drawings this year.  This is a great way 
to broaden your stash so bring one or more fat quarters for a chance at winning a 
stash of fat quarters. 

Apr.  Pastels
May  30's Prints
June  Neutrals
July  Patriotic prints 
Aug.  Tone on tone (any color)

Quilts and Needlework from Around the World

Interested in seeing quilts and needlework from around the world? You would enjoy a tour of the 
WMU (Woman’s Missionary Union) building here in Birmingham (100 Missionary Ridge). The building is 
set up to display objects from around the world, as well as an office building. Many of the artifacts on 
display are quilts, needlework, and beaded pieces that quilt guild members would enjoy seeing.

There are several quilts on display. Two quilts, a crazy quilt and a log cabin quilt, were made in the 
1890’s. There is a signature quilt also. One of the most recent pieces is a quilt made in 2007 by Native 
American women in Oklahoma. The quilt is like a Sunbonnet Sue quilt, except all the girls on the quilt 
blocks are Native American. The quilters decorated each girl differently. The quilt is bright, beautiful, and 
sure to make you smile.

Many different pieces of needlework are on display, such as beaded opera collars from China and 
a large silk embroidered tapestry. Three pieces from China are stitched in the “forbidden stitch” with gold 
thread. There are also silk embroidered gowns from China.

Other pieces include several batik pictures from Africa, tappa bark cloth from Hawaii, a Navajo 
weaving, Nigerian woven cloth, and a girl’s dress made with Seminole piecing.

You are invited to tour the WMU building. Individuals or groups are welcome on tours, which take 
from one to one-and-a-half hours. The WMU building is open for tours Monday-Thursday from 9:00-4:00. 
The tours are free, and WMU does not solicit money on the tours. In fact, if you choose to look in the gift 
shop, you get a 20% discount by taking the building tour.

Call ahead to schedule a time for your tour. I am a “tour guide” so feel free to ask for me. There are 
several other staff members who are wonderful tour guides also.

I think you would enjoy seeing these beautiful quilts and needlework.
WMU, 100 Missionary Ridge, Birmingham, AL 35242 (Off Brook Highland Parkway at Hwy 280). 

Call 991-8100 to schedule a tour.
Joye Smith
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ESQG Business Meeting

The Evening Star Quilt Guild Business Meeting is where the 
business of the guild takes place and is open to all members and all 
members are encouraged to attend.  We will have our Business 

Meetings on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Hobby Lobby 
on Hwy 31 in Hoover.  The meetings will begin at 6:30 and end by 
8.  This is a great opportunity to have a voice in guild planning.

Save the date:
There will be 
no business 
meeting for 

April.

May 18
June 15
July 20

August 17

THANK YOU !!!
 
Many thanks to ALL the ladies 
who set-up chairs, moved 
tables,
provided ice, attended classes, 
brought goodies, vacuumed
floors, re-arranged furniture, 
picked-up pizza and anything 
else
that was needed to make our 
Bonnie Hunter weekend a 
success.  
 
A special THANK YOU! to 
Ginger Alred for securing a 
GREAT facility
for our classes. 
 
I can’t wait to see your work at 
show and tell . . .Terry.

Strip Swap Group

Did you use some of your strips at either of 
Bonnie Hunter’s workshops?  I certainly did.  I 
am decided to enlarge the Friday quilt but hope 
to have that top finished in time to show at the 
April meeting.
The color is Purple for April.  Don’t forget to 
bring a bag for your strips even if you’re have 
finished bringing all your strips for the year.
See you at the meeting,
Sara

AQS Book Order

The Spring 2009 AQS catalog is now available. You can 
view this catalog at www.americanquiltercatalog.com or 
look at the catalog at the April ESQG meeting. We have 
five books on the list for the new book order. In order to 
get the 30% discount off AQS prices, we must send in a 

group order of a minimum of six items.

Susan Rigby (ssr587@aol.com)

Membership:

Welcome, new and 
returning members!

 
Ann Armstrong
Susan Jackson

Vanessa McGrath
Barbara Mitchell

Joan Smith
Connie Pettit
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EVENING STAR QUILT GUILD

GENERAL MEETING
MARCH 5, 2009

CALL TO ORDER--Sara Adlman, vice-president/programs, filling in for Lura, called the meeting to order at 7PM.

PROGRAM--Terry Bell, vice-president/special events, introduced the evening's guest speaker, a national teacher from Winston-Salem, Bonnie 
K. Hunter.  Bonnie stopped at Franklin, Tennessee on Monday then arrived in Birmingham on Wednesday night.  Bonnie was the owner and 
designer of "Needle in a Haystack!!" creating over 70 patterns for dolls and stuffed animals.  Many of her designs were licensed through the 
Butterick Pattern Company, translated into seven (7) languages and sold around the globe through fabric stores.  Bonnie, also a licensed 
massage therapist, nationally certified in therapeutic massage and body work, began her talk with a background on how she became a quilter.  
She started quilting in her senior year of high school in 1980 when she wanted an easy credit for home economics.  Bonnie's teacher was a 
quilter so her project involved quilting.  Bonnie drafted a block on graph paper which became Bonnie's self described "semester long pot 
holder".  Bonnie married at 19 and asked her husband to give her a sewing machine for Christmas.  The scraps from her sewing projects 
became doll quilts for her nieces.  As Bonnie quilted, she focused on recycling fabrics rather than purchasing new fabrics.  Kansas City Star 
Books called asking her to write a book in two months; the resulting book was Scraps and Shirttails: Reuse, Repurpose, Recycle! The Art of 
"Quilting Green".  To explain why she quilts, Bonnie read a passage from the book, A Quilter's Wisdom, Conversations with  Aunt Jane, written 
by Eliza Calvert Hall and illustrated by Anna Price-Oneglia.  The quilter, a woman identified only as Aunt Jane from Kentucky, writes: "I've 
been a hard worker all my life but 'most all my work has been the kind that 'perishes with the usin',' as the bible says  when I'm dead and 
gone there ain't anybody goin' to think o' the floors I've swept and the tables I've scrubbed, and the old clothes I've patched, and the stockin's 
I've darned. But when one of my grandchildren or great-grandchildren sees one o' these quilts, they'll think about Aunt Jane, and, wherever I 
am, then, I'll know I ain't forgotten."  

Bonnie suggested buying shirts given by wives to their husbands for Father's Day, then worn once and discarded.  She says Old Navy makes 
the best pajama pants.  She purchases clothing at thrift stores, particularly at clearance centers where she can buy the clothing at $1.00/ 
pound, approximately two (2) or three (3) shirts.  Bonnie suggested purchasing the largest size possible since a double extra large (XXL) is 
usually the same price at a thrift store as a size small, however, much more fabric is gotten for the price.  Bonnie takes the fabric directly from 
the thrift store to the washing machine then she irons the fabric.  She does not pick apart the seams but rather cuts off the collar band and 
cuffs.  Scissors, not a rotary cutter, are used to cut next to seams.  The button hole placket is used for handles; the backs of shirts are used as fat 
quarters.  She separates her fabrics by value, light and dark, not by color.  Bonnie cuts her fabric into strips of the following sizes: one and 
one-half inch (1 1/2"), two inch (2"), two and one-half inch (2 1/2"), three and one-half inch (3 1/2").  Bonnie does not use a three inch (3") size 
as it does not work well with the other sizes.  Bonnie showed how several sizes could be combined to equal other sizes to fit into quilt blocks 
after sewing.  Bonnie offered her "scrap user system" tip-- she starts with the smallest pieces first then works up to bigger sizes, working front to 
back.  Pieces less than twelve inches (12") long she uses as bricks.  Dimensions recommended for bricks would be: one and one-half inches by 
two and one-half inches (1 1/2" X 2 1/2"), two inches by three and one-half inches (2" X 3 1/2"), two and one-half inches by four and one-half 
inches (2 1/2" X 4 1/2"), three and one-half inches by six and one-half inches (3 1/2" X 6 1/2").  

Bonnie showed her Perkiomen Daydreams quilt made with 10,000 pieces, her Nifty  Thrifty quilt made with 2" X 2 1/2" strips, as well as her 
Shirttails quilt with cows on the backing, photographed for the Kansas City Star.  The Shirttails quilt was made with Rosebud, Jacob's Ladder, 
and Union Square blocks leftover from other projects.  Bonnie often uses "ding, dong, ditch" fabrics, those fabrics used when people hear you 
recycle so they drop off fabric, press the doorbell, and run.  Bonnie's Cactus Patch quilt, based on an antique quilt in her collection, has ten 
and one-half (10 1/2") squares pieced for the quilt back.  The quilt is a non-standard measurement; "the quilt only needs to be this big because 
the bed is only this big."  Bonnie suggests using the selvage for tying up tomatoes.  For machine quilting, Bonnie uses Hobbs 80/20; she uses 
Quilters' Dream in the lightest weight (request weight) for hand piecing.  Star  Gazing is Star Struck's cousin; "sometimes you need something 
that clashes a little bit to make the quilt stand out" which is why she selected an odd shade of fabric.  Bonnie created Carolina Crossroads 
while moving from South Carolina to North Carolina; she was so stressed that she sewed.  Bonnie sews with 100% cotton although cotton/
linen blends will work.  Cotton/ramie blends feel like homespun.  Men's shirts and twill weave such as in pants can be used.  Denim, 
seersucker, and embroidery are also able to be used in quilting.  Spandex and polyester need to be avoided as they melt.  Bonnie cuts her 
fabrics into sizes immediately then stores them in shoe boxes or drawers to give herself time to sew later.  Pants hangars and bulldog clips can 
also be used.  Bonnie's quilt, Virginia Bound, was made of collar pieces while Bonnie was teaching at Falls Church, Virginia.  Bamboo batting 
feels like Warm and Natural but has a better feeling; it doesn't shift.  Bonnie loves to use red in her quilts; red makes a new quilt look old and 
makes the quilting stitches show.  Ocean Waves was made using triangles cut from half-square triangles.  For this quilt  Bonnie used a "bad 
bologna color" as the setting for the blocks as well as for the border.  Bonnie's Old Tobacco Road quilt was made of half-square triangles 
leftover from the Star Struck quilt.  When Bonnie buys thread she uses taupe or a gray color, otherwise she uses half filled bobbins in the 
bobbin case and on the spool holder.  Bonnie showed her Orange Crush quilt then explained that fabric has no expiration date.  Bonnie 
explained that when giving a quilt as a gift, no one will know that the quilt contains last year's shade of blue instead of the current year's 
shade of blue.  Color is more important in a quilt than the print.  Bonnie did not use a design wall; the design was rearranged by the cats on 
the floor.  Bonnie's Tropical Twist quilt was in the January/February Quiltmaker's magazine.  Her Pineapple Blossom quilt began with a three 
and one-half inch (3 1/2") square in the middle upon which she built the rest of the quilt.  Her Pineapple Quilt has just about every decade 
represented in fabric.  Value, contrast, and color matter most in a quilt; print is not what matters.  Bonnie paper pieces with her smallest 
scraps.  Bonnie used Pittsburgh Steelers fabric in the pineapple quilt along with "the ugliest fabric from Hawaii her brother could find" for the 
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backing.  This ugly fabric Bonnie described as "looking like a Mack truck ran through mustard".  Crumbs, the tiniest pieces of fabric, are used 
for joining triangles on the diagonal.  Bonnie reminded the audience that "the smallest scrap is still worth $9.00 per yard, the same price as 
the large piece you bought".

MEMBERSHIP--After verifying all members had signed in, Bell Woods reported fifty-eight (58) members and eighteen (18) visitors were in 
attendance.  These visitors were Kim and Robin Overstreet, Ruth Neff, Susan Jackson, Charlotte Fitt, Becky Johns, Joyce Kilgore, Pat Lewis, 
Nancy Morey, Ann Armstrong, Vanessa McGrath, Myrna Wise, Barbara Mitchell, Kathy English, Meg McKinney, Margie Elliott, Kathy McNees, 
and Anita Clark.  Sharon Tate won the name tag drawing.

RED ROOSTER--Glenda Jones, chairperson, stated that the theme for the Red Rooster is "A Year of Firsts".  Glenda will pass out prizes for the 
person to be the first to complete certain tasks.  Marsha Sizemore received this evening's prize for being the first member to sign up to attend 
the retreat.  Members will receive prizes for being the first to leave a deposit, the first to bring a guest, the first to arrive as well as other firsts 
not yet determined.  Glenda announced that members may sign up for a two, three, or four night stay and that friends may be invited.  The 
costs for the two night stay are $155.00, the three night stay $210.00, and the four night stay $255.00.  The deposit is $50.00.

OPPORTUNITY QUILT 2008-2009--Cheryl Clabough reported that the quilt is bound and on display at the meeting.  The drawing for the quilt 
will be next month at the April general meeting.  While there has been a lot of response for the quilt at this evening's meeting, a lot of tickets 
have not been returned.  Members are encouraged to sell their tickets and return the stubs.  Mary Sorrell won the monthly gift.

FAT QUARTER DRAWING--The winners of the fat quarter drawing were: Beverly Williamson, Glenda Jones (twice), Vanessa McGrath, 
Darlene Calfee, Shelby Looney.

LONE STAR CLASS--Alma Gaertner stated that Lura asked her to remind members that they needed to sign up and pay for Becky's Lone Star 
class.

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE--Tamara Heinemann commented that several members have had their e-mails bounce back; she requested that 
members send her their e-mail corrections.  Tamara also stated that members who had not had their pictures taken for the directory could do 
so this evening.

CUDDLE QUILTS--Jimmie Lou Clemments stated that she and Cynthia Brown wished to thank all those who participated in the cutting and 
sewing for the Project Linus Quilt Day as well as those family members who came to help load and unload members' cars.  Jimmie Lou also 
expressed appreciation for those who turned in quilts at the meeting.

TREASURER'S REPORT--Mary Lane presented the guild with the treasurer's report.  The account began with a balance of $7,315.59, received 
deposits totaling $898.08, expended $177.44, leaving a final balance of $8, 036.23.  Following a motion by Mariah West and a second by 
Jimmie Lou Clements, a motion to accept the report was approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES--Following a motion by Ginny Stevens and a second by Ella Thomas, the minutes were approved as submitted to 
the newsletter.

MISCELLANEOUS--Sara explained that a Brown Bag auction is a little different than a Chinese auction.  After explaining the differences, Sara 
asked for donations and for members to bundle items for easier sale.  Items for the Brown Bag auction should be brought to either Sandra 
Wood or Sara Adlman; for larger items, an e-mail should be sent for instructions.  Due to Ginny's surgery, the Block of the Month instructions 
were not included in the newsletter; they may be picked up from the table located in back of the room.  Frances Burch brought business cards 
from a new quilt shop.  These cards are on the membership table at the back also.  The shop sells a large quantity of 1930s reproduction 
fabric.  Fabric that is usually sold for $9.00 a yard is sold for $2.00 a yard.

SHOW AND TELL--Pamela Borders brought a Stack 'n' Whack that she made for a friend whose house burned down.  Jimmie Lou brought a 
classic Winnie the Pooh quilt with an embroidered Winnie the Pooh label.  Shelby Looney brought a quilt of pink work that began as a seven 
year old child's bumper pad.  She also turned $1.11 panels from Hancock Fabrics into quilts.  Also shown was an antique Sunbonnet quilt top 
by Ruth Neff McUmber.   Charlotte Fitt showed a quilt handstitched by her grandmother in the 1970s.  She also showed a prairie points quilt 
which was her first attempt at quiltmaking in 1984.  She showed a third quilt, one in green and peach made for her great-grandson.  Carolyn 
Ray brought the finished Destination Mystery Quilt top.  She also brought a stack of Outdoor Hunting and Fishing magazines from her 
daughter to give away.  Sheryl Collee brought a Divide and Conquer freehand applique with hearts and flowers.

ADJOURNMENT--The meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne Heinemann, Secretary



Evening Star Quilt Guild

Birmingham, AL

Visit us online at:

http://www.esquilters.com

Reminder:

Please wear your name tag to the meetings so you can register for the name tag drawing when you sign 
in. Our numbers are growing and we want to meet each other!

2 Nights 3 Nights 4 Nights Adl. Meal

$10$255$210$155

Red Rooster Retreat
Our summer Red Rooster Retreat is July 15-19.  If you have ever been to Red 
Rooster, you know how great this spot is.  If you have not been there, don’t 
let this retreat happen without you.  Glenda Jones has the sign-up sheet.  This 
retreat is limited to 18 so be sure to put up your deposit to reserve your spot.  
You can check out the facilities at: http://www.redroosterretreat.com/.   
Pricing for the retreat is as follows:


